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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

A side meeting was held in the RC53, WHO/EMRO Meeting,
Isfahan, Islamic Republic of Iran, on Monday, 11" of September 2006,
(first coffee break), 10:00 to 10:30 with presence of his Excellency Dr.
Bagheri Lankarani, Minister of Health and Medical Education on the
critical situation of the EMHGBN network.

The main purpose of the side meeting was the introduction of the
regional network and the efforts for the enhancement of collaboration in
production, training, research & development in the countries that are
covered by WHO/EMRO.

Delegates from Bahrain, Egypt, Islamic Republic of Iran, Oman,
Pakistan, and Saudi Arabia, Health Minister of Syrian Arab Republic
GCC office and WR attended the meeting.

At first, the meeting started by inaugural speech of Dr.
Rouholamini Najafabadi, the Director of Pasteur Institute of Iran on the
situation of research and development in Pasteur Institute and the
networks activities in Iran. Then a short history of the national and
regional networks was presented by Dr. Zeinali, Associate Director for
Research at Pasteur Institute of Iran. Afterwards, Dr. Sardari, Director of
EMHGBN office presented the situation of the Eastern Mediterranean
Health Genomics and Biotechnology Network (EMHGBN) and its
activities in detail.

The participants agreed on the need to:

e Making aware the Health Ministers of EMRO by letter concerning
the establishment of this network and its activities in the direction
of distribution of the networking culture in the region.

e C(Collaborative workshops in order to mutual exchange to focal
persons to gather and make the activities more focused in the
coming 14 months before the First International Congress on
Health Genomics and Biotechnology to be held in 2007 by Pasteur
Institute of Iran.

e Enhancement of the communication among the regional countries
to facilitate the achievement for objectives of the regional network.

e Support the creation of national networks to formulate policies to
support health genomics and biotechnology and its application in
public health in the Member States.
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e Mutual information exchange via the website portal.

Presentation of the side meeting and list of participants are included as
Annexes land 2 respectively.

Discussion:

The delegate of Saudi Arabia acknowledged the establishment of regional
network as an important initial step towards advancement of
biotechnology and genomics in the region and also counted the
established national committee in Saudi Arabia as a result of initiated
progress in this field. It was emphasized to have other countries on the
board. They requested the EMHGBN office at Pasteur Institute of Iran to
send them a letter for reminder and mention to expand, and share their
activities with others. As a suggestion, there can be workshops for
preparation and mutual exchange to focal persons gather and make the
activities more focused in the coming 14 months before the international
meeting of Health Genomics and Biotechnology in Iran in Nov 2007.

Iranian delegate added the importance of high-tech initiatives and its
impact on developing countries, and to reach the target points desired in
the regional network, more communication is needed. The development
of state-of-the-art production facility in Karaj site of Pasteur Institute was
looked as a good example in high-tech priority setting for developing
countries.

The honorable Syrian health minister agreed to the need for knowing each
others, activities and welcomed the idea of collaborative workshops and
to have plan for countries to finally reach what is desired.

Iranian delegate asked the present countries to nominate one or more
individuals for the network activities.

The delegate from Bahrain mentioned about the specialization of such
representatives to cover the task and best reach the goals.

Oman delegate added the needs that ministry of health of the respected
countries are to be informed of such activities or be the party for
nominating the focal persons.
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Pakistan delegate mentioned on the information exchange via websites.
The presence of several informative websites belong to Pakistan
academia or ministry was highlighted.

Delegate of Iran added to the previous points that such network and
initiative belong to all countries of the region and all have to think of it as
theirs. However, to make the forward move easier, it is needed to have
the endorsement of national networks and such cannot happen before
having the national networks.

The Egyptian delegate thanked the opportunity and to follow the needs
asked for the letter of the EMHGBN to be sent out and clearly list the
items for action.

At this point, it seemed that all the major issues were raised by respected
parties and the meeting was adjourned by honorable health minister of
Iran followed by a group photo.
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Annex 1

Presentation of the side meeting
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Annex 2

List of participants

Bahrain
Dr. Ghazi Saeed Zeera
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Egypt
Dr. Mohamed Omar Gad

Islamic Republic of Iran
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Dr. Ali Haeri

Dr. M. Rouholamini-Najafabadi (Pasteur Institute of Iran)
Dr. Sirous Zeinali (Pasteur Institute of Iran)

Dr. Soroush Sardari (EMHGBN and Pasteur Institute of Iran)
Dr. Shahram Talebian

Oman
Dr. Anna Rajal

Pakistan
Dr. Ashfeq Ahmed

Saudi Arabia
Dr. Yagob Y. Al Mazrou

Syrian Arab Republic
Dr. Al-Housami Maher

GCC Office
Dr. Tawfik A.M. Khota

WHO/Iran
Dr. Arezoo Ibn Ahmady



